	2 Public Square

Wilkes-Barre, PA  18711-0790

June 19, 2003


Northeast Regional Office
570-826-2511

Fax  570-826-2357

Tamaqua Borough

320 East Broad Street

Tamaqua, PA 18252

Attention:
Kevin Steigerwalt



Borough Manager

	Re:
	Fugitive dust investigation, Route 209


Dear Mr. Steigerwalt:

This letter is in response to your request for information on our investigation regarding road dust in the Tamaqua area. 

Beginning on April 2, 2003, the DEP’s Air Quality Program from the Northeast Regional Office in Wilkes-Barre has been monitoring the public roads on which Lehigh Coal and Navigation accesses their open pits in the Tamaqua/ Coaldale area. During the week of April 2 through April 9, 2003, Air Quality had inspectors located on Rt. 209 near the site from approximately 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. Since then inspectors have been checking the roads and access areas at least once a week. Based on our observations it was recommended to the company they install a truck wash and other improvements at the facility. Based on our recommendation, Lehigh Coal and Navigation has agreed to construct a truck wash that automatically washes the tires and undercarriages of trucks exiting the Lehigh property through the former Tamaqua Stone exit. At this time they are laying blacktop between the proposed truck wash and Route 209. Currently, there is a hose for drivers to use for washing trucks. Lehigh Coal and Navigation expects the automatic truck wash to be complete and operational very shortly.

Air Quality also has  begun dust sampling along Route 209 between Tamaqua and the pit. The first month’s sample results were sent to the Department’s laboratory in Harrisburg on May 9, 2003 for the period covering April 10 through May 9, 2003. Results indicate that there were 64.2 tons of total settled particulate per square mile per month. The applicable state standard is 43 tons per square mile per month. We believe the above improvements will lower settled particulate below the state standard. This month’s sample was submitted on June 6, 2003, and we are awaiting results.

I have enclosed a copy of the results from the May 9, 2003 sample submission.

If you have any questions, feel free to give me a call.

	Sincerely,

Karen Kathryn Gee

District Supervisor

Air Quality Program


Enclosure

