PROPOSED 1-2006                                  DRAFT


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

AIR QUALITY PROGRAM
PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN APPROVAL AND/OR GENERAL OPERATING PERMIT

(BAQ-GPA/GP-15)

FEED MILLS

1.
Statutory Authority and General Description

In accordance with Section 6.1(f) of the Air Pollution Control Act, 35 P.S. §4006.1(f) and 25 Pa. Code §§127.514 and 127.611, the Department of Environmental Protection (“Department”) hereby issues this General Plan Approval and General Operating Permit for batch or continuous production of feed at a feed mill (hereinafter referred to as "General Permit").

2.
Applicability/Source Coverage Limitations


Feed Mill Definition: A process and/or a combination of processes used to produce a processed food for fish, animal or human consumption. This definition does not include pharmaceutical, medicinal, herbal medicine production facilities or any chemical plant or batch mix chemical plant. 


This General Permit is limited to feed mills not subject to the Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources (NSPS), Subpart DD.  A feed mill constructed under this General Permit shall include, but not be limited to, such equipment as:

a. Storage silo(s)

b. Conveyor(s) and bucket elevator(s)

c. Screening, sorting, batching machines

d. Fine and coarse milling machines

e. Mixer(s) 

f. Dryer(s) 

g. Pelletizer(s) or extruder(s)
h. Packaging machine(s)

This General Permit has been established in accordance with the provisions described in 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter H (relating to general plan approvals and operating permits).  If the feed mill(s) at the facility cannot be regulated under the requirements of this General Permit, a Plan Approval and/or an Operating Permit issued in accordance with 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter B (relating to plan approval requirements) and/or 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter F (relating to operating permit requirements) will be required, or if the facility is a Title V facility, a Title V operating permit issued in accordance with Subchapters F and G (relating to Title V operating permits) will be required.


Plan Approval


This General Permit authorizes the construction of feed mill(s) that meet the best available technology (BAT) required under 25 Pa. Code §§ 127.1 and 127.12(a)(5) provided the respective construction is not subject to the requirements of 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter D (relating to prevention of significant deterioration), or Subchapter E (relating to new source review).  For purposes of this General Permit, BAT for any feed mill(s) shall include the installation and operation of available control measures that reduce emissions to the limitations specified in Condition 13.  Once the authorization to use this General Permit is granted, construction or modification of the feed mill(s) may proceed. 


Operating Permit


This General Permit authorizes the operation of feed mill(s) unless the respective operation is located in a facility, which is subject to the requirements of 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter F (relating to operating permit requirements), or Subchapters F and G (relating to Title V operating permit requirements).  A feed mill that is constructed under this General Permit and located in a facility which is subject to the requirements of 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter F, or Subchapters F and G may, however, be operated under this General Permit on a temporary basis until such time as the operating permit required pursuant to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter F, or Subchapters F and G, has been obtained or amended to include the terms and conditions of this General Permit. 

Once an authorization to use this General Permit is granted, operation may proceed provided that the permittee notifies the Department in accordance with Condition 6 of this General Permit.
3.
Application for Use


Any person applying for authorization to use this General Permit to construct and /or operate a feed mill shall notify the Department using the General Permit Application provided by the Department and shall receive prior written approval from the Department as required under 25 Pa. Code §127.621 (relating to application for use of general plan approvals and general operating permits). The Department will take action on the application within thirty (30) days of receipt of the application. 

4.
Compliance


Any feed mill(s) operating under this General Permit must comply with the terms and conditions of the General Permit. The feed mill(s) shall be: 

a.
Operated in such a manner as not to cause air pollution in excess of the limitations specified in this General Permit.

b.
Operated and maintained in a manner consistent with good operating and maintenance practices and in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. 

c.
Checked for visible and odor emissions as required in Condition 15a below.  Compliance with this requirement shall be deemed to establish compliance with the emission limits in Condition 13c and d below.

5.
Permit Modification, Suspension and Revocation

This General Permit may be modified, suspended, or revoked if the Department determines that the affected feed mill(s) cannot be regulated under this General Permit.

Authorization to use this General Permit shall be suspended or revoked if the permittee fails to comply with applicable terms and conditions of the General Permit.

Authorization to use this General Permit to construct and/or operate a feed mill shall be suspended if the permittee causes, permits or allows any modification (as defined in 25 Pa. Code §121.1) of the feed mill(s) covered by this General Permit without Departmental approval.  Upon suspension of the General Permit, the permittee may not continue to operate the feed mill(s). 

6.
Notice Requirements

The application and notification required by 25 Pa. Code §127.621 shall be submitted to the appropriate Regional Office responsible for authorizing the use of general plan approvals and operating permits in the county in which the feed mill is, or will be, located.

The permittee shall notify the Department within twenty four (24) hours of discovery or by 12:00 noon of the next business day following a weekend or holiday of any malfunction of the feed mill which results in, or which may reasonably be expected to result in, the emission of air contaminants in excess of the limitations specified in, or established pursuant to, any applicable rule or regulation contained in 25 Pa. Code, Subpart C, Article III (relating to air resources) or any of the conditions of this General Permit. 

The permittee shall not construct a new source under this General Permit until and unless the appropriate Regional Office is notified that the construction is to be conducted and written approval to construct is received.  This General Permit may be used by a new source owner or operator to authorize operation provided that the Department receives written notice from the permittee of the completion of construction and the intent to commence operation at least five (5) business days prior to completion of construction.

7.
Term of Permit

Authority to operate under this General Permit is granted for a fixed term of five (5) years.  The Department will notify each applicant, in writing, when authority to operate under this General Permit is granted.

8.
Permit Fees

The General Permit establishes the following application and renewal fee payable every five (5) years if no equipment changes occur:

Three hundred seventy five dollars ($375). 

A new application and fee as indicated above is required each time the permittee installs or modifies a feed mill.  The installation or modification of a feed mill must be conducted according to the terms and conditions of this General Permit.

9.
Expiration and Renewal of Authorization to Use this General Feed Mill Permit

The permittee's authority to construct and/or operate terminates under this General Permit on the date of expiration of the Authorization to Use the General Permit unless a timely and complete renewal application is submitted to the Department thirty (30) days prior to the expiration date.

Upon receipt of a timely and complete application for renewal, the feed mill(s) may continue to operate subject to final action by the Department on the renewal application. This protection shall cease to exist if, subsequent to a completeness determination, the applicant fails to submit by the deadline specified in writing by the Department, any additional information required by the Department to process the renewal application.

The renewal application shall include the identity of the owner or operator, location of the feed mill (s), current permit number, description of source category, the appropriate renewal fee listed in Condition 8 and any other information requested by the Department.

10.
Applicable Laws

Nothing in this General Permit relieves the permittee from its obligation to comply with all applicable Federal, State and Local laws, and regulations.

11.
Prohibited Use

Any air contamination source that is subject to the requirements of 25 Pa. Code Chapter 127, Subchapter D (relating to prevention of significant deterioration); Subchapter E (relating to new source review); Subchapter G (relating to Title V operating permits) or 25 Pa. Code §129.91 (relating to control of major sources of NOx and VOCs) may not construct and/or operate a feed mill under this General Permit except that Title V facilities may use this General Permit as a plan approval when Subchapter D or Subchapter E are not applicable.
12.
Transfer of Ownership or Operation

The permittee may not transfer the General Permit.  New owners or operators shall submit a new application and fees in accordance with Condition 8.

13.
Emission Limitations

Any feed mill(s) operated under this General Permit may not, at any time, result in the exceedence of the following emissions limits:

a.
Particulate matter (PM) emissions from each flue in excess of 0.02 grains/dscf. 

b.
Sulfur compound emissions in excess of 500 parts per million, by volume, dry basis, as specified in 25 Pa. Code §123.21.

c.
Visible emissions in excess of the following limitations:

i.
Equal to or greater than 10 percent at any time.

ii.
Any visible emissions off the facility property line.

d.
Odor emission in such a manner that the malodors are detectable outside the property of the permittee as specified in 25 Pa. Code §123.31.

14.
Sampling and Testing

If, at any time, the Department has cause to believe that air contaminant emissions from a feed mill covered by this General Permit are in excess of the limitations specified in, or established pursuant to, any applicable regulation contained in 25 Pa. Code Subpart C, Article III, or this General Permit, the permittee shall conduct such tests as deemed necessary by the Department to determine the actual emission rate(s).

The permittee shall perform such testing in accordance with applicable provisions of 25 Pa. Code Chapter 139 (relating to sampling and testing), the Department’s Source Testing Manual, and in accordance with any additional requirements established by the Department at the time the permittee is notified, in writing, of the need to conduct testing. 

15.
Monitoring, Recordkeeping, and Reporting 

The permittee shall comply with applicable monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting requirements set forth in 25 Pa. Code Chapter 139 (relating to sampling and testing), the Air Pollution Control Act, the Clean Air Act, and the regulations thereunder applicable to the source.  The permittee shall collect and record the information specified in this condition.  The information shall be maintained at the facility for a minimum of five (5) years and shall be made available upon request to the Department.

a.
The permittee shall verify compliance with the visible and odor emission requirements in Condition 13c and d through the following procedures:

i.
The permittee shall conduct a weekly inspection to detect visible emissions, visible fugitive emissions and malodors while the process unit is operating. 
ii.
If any visible emissions, visible fugitive emissions or malodor are apparent, the permittee shall take immediate action to eliminate them.

iii.
If any visible emissions are apparent after the corrective action, the feed mill(s) shall cease operations until the permittee can verify compliance with the standards specified in Condition 13 through methods prescribed in 25 Pa. Code §123.43, such as EPA Method 9 readings taken by a certified visible emissions reader. 

b.
The permittee shall install, maintain, and operate differential pressure gauges for each control device (fabric collector, cyclone, multiclone, etc.) used to control the particulate matter emission from each process unit.

c.
The permittee shall maintain records of:

i.
The dates, times and results of the weekly inspections conducted and any corrective actions taken.

ii.
The amount and type of fuel used on a monthly basis. The fuel oil sulfur content as certified by the supplier.

d. The permittee shall monitor and record the pressure differential across each control device. The pressure differential shall be recorded at least once per week while the source(s) is operating. 
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