Nonpoint Source Liaison Workgroup Meeting Minutes

Rachel Carson State Office Building

400 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA

October 21, 2004

Welcome – Lynn Langer.

The meeting began with a welcome by Lynn and introductions by workgroup members.  Lynn noted that the workgroups are to break out at 10:30a.m.  She commented on how the Deputy Secretary is very interested in the Nonpoint Source (NPS) Management Plan Update.  Sometime in mid-2005 there will be a public comment period for the NPS Management Program Update.  Lynn mentioned that this is her last meeting as the work group chairperson; she has accepted a position as the Department’s South Central Assistant Regional Director.  Glenn Rider, Acting Chief for Division of Watershed Protection, Bureau of Watershed Management, will be the new chairperson for the NPS Liaison Workgroup.  Glenn was previously the Department’s lead staff for Pennsylvania’s Nonpoint Source Program in 1988-1989.

EPA Region III NPS Update – Fred Suffian.

Fred thanked Lynn for her participation in the work group.  He talked about the EPA NPS program and investments.  There is not much “news” to report.  The Section 319 program guidance is the same for FY2005 as in previous years.  There is no FY2005 budget to date; the EPA is on a continuing resolution.   The Congressional Budget Office is still asking questions about water quality issues and achievements in the NPS program and other environmental programs.  Fred noted that over the past 10-12 years, approximately $1.5 billion have been allocated nationally to the S. 319 program so some accountability is necessary.  

Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) commitments and the EPA National Strategic Plan include seven (7) items that state NPS programs are already tracking:

1. Number of waters restored from all NPS program actions:

The national goals are 250 by 2008, and 700 by 2012.

2. Sediment loadings

3. Nitrogen loadings

4. Phosphorus loadings

5. Section 319 funds used to restore water bodies

6. Watershed-based Plans under development and being implemented, and 

7. Watershed-based Plans substantially implemented.

How do we relate these items to the NPS Management Program Update and Goals?  We need to capture the partnership efforts and those areas where real positive changes are being made.

Nonpoint Source Workgroup Breakouts – Lynn Langer.

Lynn asked the workgroups to revisit the Goals 1 and 2 in the draft NPS Management Program Update, which was sent to all attendees prior to the meeting.  We need to look at these two goals both as individual work groups and as the entire NPS Liaison Workgroup for this Management Program Update. 

Goal 1 addresses restoring 500 miles of streams and 1,600 acres of lakes…

Goal 2 relates to developing and implementing ‘X’ Watershed-based Plans by 2012…

The objective is to have quantifiable and specific endpoints for each of these two goals.  Good targets for goals 1 and 2 are needed.  In addition, program descriptions in the NPS Management Program need to be revisited and updated.  The work groups were also asked to provide all input for the 2004 NPS Annual Report.  The major focus is on NPS Program Accomplishments and Success Stories.  

Deputy Secretary comments – Cathy Curran-Myers.

Cathy expressed appreciation for the NPS Liaison Workgroup efforts.  Watershed and Nonpoint Source Program issues are a DEP priority.  She mentioned two priorities for the current legislative session, the ACRE Initiative and Growing Greener II.  Cathy is looking to the NPS Liaison Workgroup to provide substantial input to Pa.’s NPS Management Update.

Work group Reports –

All work groups convened in the afternoon and returned with their recommendations for refining the draft Pa. NPS Management Program Update Goals.  The work groups’ input is reflected in the revised NPS Management Program Update.  After discussion and some consensus building efforts, 

Goal 1 is targeted to restore 500 miles of streams and 1,600 acres of lakes, and

Goal 2 was revised to develop and implement 10 Watershed-based Plans by 2012.

All work groups provided a summary of accomplishments /success stories for Pa.’s 2004 NPS Annual Report.

The NPS Liaison meetings for 2005 were scheduled for June 16, 2005 and October 20, 2005.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  Lynn thanked attendees for participating and contributing their ideas.

The next workgroup meeting is scheduled for June 16, 2005 at 10 a.m. at the RCSOB, Room 105, Harrisburg, PA.

