	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
COMPARISON OF SELECTED PROVISIONS OF


PENNSYLVANIA MINE SAFETY LAWS AND

        
FEDERAL MINE SAFETY LAWS

	Requirement Description
	
Pa. Bituminous
	
Pa. Anthracite
	
Federal

	Statute
	Pennsylvania Bituminous Coal Mine Act, 52 P. S. §§ 701-101 – 701-706.


	Pennsylvania Anthracite Coal Mine Act, 52 P.S. §§ 70-101 – 70-1405.


	Mine Safety and Health Act 1977, 30 U.S.C. § 801-78.

	Regulations

	None authorized.
	None authorized.
	Secretary may develop regulations.  30 U.S.C. § 811.



	Variances
	Operator may utilize new “machinery, equipment, tools, supplies, devices, methods and processes” if “substantially” equal to or safer than requirements of the Act.  Section 702, 52 P.S. § 701-702.  
	Operator may utilize new “machinery, equipment, tools, supplies, devices, methods and processes” if “substantially” equal to or safer than requirements of the Act.  Section 1402, 52 P.S. § 70-1402.


	Upon application Secretary may modify application of any mandatory standard.  30 U.S.C. § 811(c); 30 C.F.R. Part 44.

	Pre-Mining Approval
	
None.

	
None.

	Mine operator must register with MSHA. 30 CFR.



	Map (during mining)
	Map must be maintained at mine and a copy must be given to the inspector.  Must accurately show workings and other features of mine, surface features, adjacent mines, including the elevation and extent of any impounded water.  52 P.S. §§ 701-235, 701-237.
	Map must be maintained at map and a copy given to inspector.  Must accurately show workings, shafts, adjacent mine lands, location, elevation and extent of impounded water, surface features, etc. 52 P.S. §§ 70-301 – 70-303.
	Map must be maintained at mine and a copy must be given to the inspector (if requested).  Must accurately show workings and other features of mine, surface features, adjacent mines, including the elevation and extent of any impounded water.  Must be certified by registered engineer or surveyor.  30 C.F.R. 75.1200, 75.1200-1, 75.1200-2, 75.1203.



	Map (during mining)

                            – updating 

	Inspector’s map must be updated every 6 months.  52 P.S. § 701-238.
	Inspectors map must be updated every 2 months.  52 P.S. § 70-304.
	Map should be temporarily updated on ongoing basis; updated and  certified every 6 months.  30 C.F.R. 75-1202, 75-1202-1.



	Map (during mining)


– public access
	None without consent. 52 P.S. § 701-239.
	Property of Commonwealth; citizens may see during business hours, but may not copy without consent.  52 P.S. §§ 70-310 – 70-311.
	Certain parties (Federal and state inspectors, miners, overlying and adjacent landowners) may see map; copies of map taken shall be kept confidential.  30 C.F.R. 1203.

	Map (completion or abandonment)

	Permanently or temporarily abandoned must update inspector’s map; permanent closure must submit certified final map to Department.  52 P.S. § 701-240.  No specific procedure about where to file.
	Prior to abandoning mine or allowing mine to flood must update map with duplicate matching surveys.  Final map filed with inspector.  52 P.S. § 70-305.
	Permanently or temporarily abandoned must notify inspector; permanent closure must submit certified final map to MSHA.  30 C.F.R. 1204.  Shall give notice of closure and file map in Coal Mine Safety District office.  30 C.F.R. 1204-1.



	Map (completion or abandonment)

– public access
	Final map is public document.  52 P.S. § 701-240.
	Final map is also property of Commonwealth.  52 P.S. § 70-310.

May review during normal business hours.


	Final map shall be subject to public inspection.  30 C.F.R. 1204.

	Approaching abandoned workings (another mine)


	Within 200 feet of abandoned workings commence advance drilling.  52 P.S. § 701-224(b).
	Within at least 100 feet of abandoned workings commence advance drilling.  52 P.S. § 70-238.
	Within 200 feet horizontally or 50 feet vertically of abandoned workings commence advance drilling.  30 C.F.R. 75.388.

	Barriers


	 No mining within 50 feet of abandoned workings (unless impounded water drained); barrier pillar calculated by empirical formula.  52 P.S. § 701-291.
	Barrier pillar calculated by empirical formula.  52 P.S. 70-238.  Owners of adjoining coal properties to leave an adequate barrier pillar. 52 P.S. § 70-312.     
	None.


	Training


	None.
	None.
	Training required for new miners, reassigned miners and annual refresher.  30 U.S.C. § 825; 30 CFR Part 48.



	Entity Responsible For Compliance
	Primarily mine foreman, though some provisions refer to superintendent, operator or other parties.  52 P.S. §§ 701-218 – 701-226.
	Primarily mine foreman, though some provisions refer to superintendent, operator or other parties.  52 P.S. §§ 70-220 – 70-237.
	Coal mine and mine operators subject to Act.  30 U.S.C. § 803.


	�However, underground bituminous underground mines must receive a Coal Mining Activity Permit (CMAP) under the Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act, 52 P.S. 1406.1-1406.21, The Clean Streams Law, 35 P.S. 691.1 - 691.1001, Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, 52 P.S 1396.1 – 1396.19, and regulations promulgated under them. This permit is primarily geared toward environmental and surface subsidence concerns.  However, permittee must identify, among other things, the location of the mine, its boundary, the type of mining method to be employed, and the location of adjacent mines and elevation and extent of any water impounded therein. 25 Pa. Code 89.154.  In addition, the permit review seeks to preserve the hydrologic balance and minimize damage to it and to prevent gravity discharges from the mine. 25 Pa. Code 89.35, 89.36, 89.54.  Surface facilities are subject to the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, 52 P.S. 1396.1 – 1396.19 and regulations promulgated under it.


	�There is no equivalent to the Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land Conservation Act for underground Anthracite mines.  Nevertheless, surface facilities are subject to the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, and regulations promulgated under it.  Discharges are regulated by the Clean Streams Law and regulation promulgated under it.


	� Various requirements for closure must be satisfied under the CMAP, including sealing, reclamation and providing for any post-mining discharges.  In addition, the DEP, BDMS is responsible for assuring that mine sealing is completed pursuant to the Mine Sealing Act, 52 P.S. Sections 28.1 - 28.8.  


	�  Exclusive of requirements of the so-called "Safety Zone Act,” Act of December 22, 1959, P.L. 1994, 52 P.S. 3101-09, which restricts mining from occurring within 200 feet of any body of water that may "constitute a hazard."  


	� Though the Pennsylvania Anthracite Coal Mine Act and Pennsylvania Bituminous Coal Mine Act contain no training requirements, the DEP, Bureau of Deep Mine Safety offers safety training programs in both the bituminous and Anthracite fields.   





