Commission Questions for the miners trapped at Quecreek Mine

1. What exactly happened?  Please provide a detailed description of events immediately before the inundation.
2. Describe the process for obtaining and validating nearby abandoned mine maps during the original permitting process for Quecreek.
3. Regarding old mine workings:

a.  Were the miners aware that the workings in 1 left would be approaching               old mine workings? 

b. What is the extent of their knowledge on this matter?

c.   If they had the knowledge, was it from information in the mine maps? Or was it from information provided in the training program by the company officials?

d. If they were aware of the old workings, were they aware of the condition in the old workings such as the old workings could have been water filled?

4. During development of the 1 left heading were there any changes such as unusual odors, soft roof and/or floor, excessive roof and/or rib water or excessive water during roofbolting.  If so, what action did the miners take? 
5. If there was one new advanced technology that could have been used at Quecreek to potentially prevent the incident, which technology do you suggest?
6. Regarding technology to determine the presence of abandoned workings:

1. Were you aware of technology other than drilling test or probe holes in advance of the continuous miner when active mining is within 200 feet of suspected abandoned mine works prior to the incident?

2. If yes, how familiar with this technology or technologies?

3. Since the Quecreek incident have you become aware of new technology or technologies that could have prevented the incident?

7. In your opinion what could be done to guarantee this won’t happen again?
