RAJA V. RAMANI, P.E., C.M.S.P.

Commission Chair

Dr. Ramani holds the emeritus of the Anne B. and George H. Jr. Deike Chair in Mining Engineering at the Pennsylvania State University where he has been on the faculty since 1970 and is a professor emeritus of Mining and Geo-environmental engineering.  His professional activities include 6 years of experience in the coal mining industry, and 34 years of research on flow mechanisms of air, gas, and dust in mining environs, innovative mining methods, and health, safety productivity, and environmental issues in the mining industry.  Dr. Ramani has been a consultant to the United Nations and the World Bank and has received numerous awards from academic and technical and professional societies. He was the 1995 president of the Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration, Inc. and served on the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Mine Health Research Advisory Committee (1991-1998).  He was a member of the Department of the Interior’s Advisory Board to the Director of U.S. Bureau of Mines (1995), and a member of the Secretary of Labor’s Advisory Committee on the Elimination of Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis (1995-1996).  He was the chair of U.S. National Academy of Sciences’ Committee on Post Disaster Survival and Rescue (1979-1981), and served on the NAS Committee on Mining Technologies (2000-2001), NAS Committee on Coal Waste Impoundments (2001-2002), and the Health Research Panel of NAS Committee on the Research programs of the U.S. Bureau of Mines (1994).  

WILLIAM HARBERT, Ph.D

Mr. Harbert is the Chair of the Department of Geology and Planetary Science at the University of Pittsburgh, an ORISE Research Associate at the U.S. Department of Energy National Energy Technology Laboratory, Research Associate of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Associate Member of the Penn State Astrobiology Research Center and an Adjunct Faculty of Russian and Eastern European Studies at the University of Pittsburgh.  He completed undergraduate degrees from Western Washington University in Geophysics and Geology-Mathematics, Masters of Science and a Ph.D. in Geophysics from Stanford University.  He has authored or co-authored 27 scientific articles, the textbook “Planet Earth and the New Geosciences” (presently in the Third Edition), and 81 scientific abstracts. He and his students actively use Geophysics, Geographical Information Systems, and other methods to study many topics including abandoned mines. 

FRANK R. KIRBY, P.E.

Mr. Kirby holds a B.S. in Mining Engineering from West Virginia University.  He is a registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland and Kentucky.  Additionally, he is a registered Licensed Land Surveyor in West Virginia. 

Mr. Kirby has twenty-four years of experience in coal mine engineering and operations management in the Appalachian Coalfields.  Mr. Kirby is currently employed as a Senior Mining Engineer and Project Manager for Skelly and Loy, Inc. in Harrisburg, PA.  Prior experience includes working for three coal companies.  While at Mettiki Coal Corporation he was Manager of Engineering and during employment with Anker Energy Corporation he held the position of Mine Superintendent along with Senior Mining Engineer at their corporate office.  Mr. Kirby held numerous positions while working with Westmoreland Coal Company including Manager of Engineering, Senior Mining Engineer, Resident Engineer, Mining Engineer (Corporate Staff) and Shaft Engineer.

JEFFERY L. KOHLER, Ph.D., C.M.S.P

Dr. Kohler is the Director of the Pittsburgh Research Laboratory (PRL) of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (CDC NIOSH).  CDC NIOSH is the federal agency responsible for conducting mine safety and health research, and the PRL is internationally renowned for its work in all areas of mining safety and health, including the programmatic areas of training, and emergency response and rescue. Dr. Kohler holds a B.S. in Engineering-Science, and M.S., and Ph.D. degrees in Mining Engineering, all from the Pennsylvania State University.  

Prior to his appointment as Director of the Pittsburgh Research Laboratory in 1998, Dr. Kohler was an Associate Professor of Mining Engineering and Director of the Mine Electrical Laboratory at Penn State.  While on the faculty he taught courses and conducted research in several areas including electrical systems, materials handling, ventilation, quarry engineering, and mining methods.  Prior to joining Penn State in 1981, Dr. Kohler worked for KETRON, as Manager of the Mine Systems Department.  Up until the time of his appointment with NIOSH, he provided consulting services to the coal and stone mining industries.  He has written numerous publications, and continues to conduct research and publish in the areas of mining safety and health.

Jeffery Kohler is a senior member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), a member of the International Society of Explosives Engineers (ISEE), the International Society of Mine Safety Professionals (ISMSP), and the Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration (SME).  Dr. Kohler serves on the board of directors of the National Mine Rescue Association (NMRA), the Global Mining Research Alliance (GMRA), the International Directors of Safety (DS), and the Pittsburgh Coal Mining Institute of America (PCMIA).

STEPHEN J. KRAVITS

After graduating from Slippery Rock University and the University of Pittsburgh with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Physics and Bachelor of Science Degree in Mining Engineering in December 1980, Mr. Kravits started employment with the U.S. Bureau of Mines’ Ground and Methane Control Group in January 1981. As a Technical Project Engineer he directed in-mine methane drainage projects developing directional drilling (downhole motor) techniques and supervised one of the first in-mine uses of a downhole motor and the development of a permissible Preproduction Wireless Survey System for in-seam methane drainage boreholes. In March 1990, Mr. Kravits left the Bureau of Mines to accept a job at REI Drilling, Inc. to serve as Vice President and Operations Manager where he expanded in-mine horizontal drilling capabilities from two (2) men and one (1) drill to eight (8) men and four (4) drills.  Mr. Kravits was responsible for marketing, designing and managing in-mine coalbed horizontal directional drilling degasification projects to utilize coalbed methane, abandoned mine gas, and gob gas resources and for water drainage, coalbed exploration, and for identifying the locations of abandoned mine works.  Mr. Kravits was responsible for the directional drilling of the first 4,000-foot long in-mine horizontal borehole in the U.S. 

In March 1995, Mr. Kravits left REI Drilling to establish AMT Drilling International, Inc. as an in-mine directional drilling contractor using the DDM MECCA real-time borehole surveying system to directionally drill boreholes greater than 4,000 feet. In March of 1998 AMT Drilling International, Inc. changed its name to Target Drilling Inc.  As President of AMT Drilling and Target Drilling Inc. he has been primarily responsible for growing the company to 31 employees and eight (8) drill rigs, including six (6) underground horizontal drill rigs, one (1) vertical surface rig and one (1) surface horizontal utility drill rig.  His responsibilities include day-to-day financial management; marketing; establishing goals and objectives to maintain the direction of company while managing operations in in-mine gas recovery, abandoned mine verification, coalbed exploration, dewatering, surface construction utility and surface directional horizontal drilling businesses.  To date, Target Drilling has directionally drilled >1.3 million feet of in-mine horizontal borehole including 59 boreholes greater than 4,000 feet long emphasizing accurate borehole placement accuracy to within + 1 degree using its six (6) DDMs.  To date Mr. Kravits has published 14 technical articles.

JAMES P. LAMONT

Mr. Lamont is presently employed by the International Union, United Mine Workers of America as an International Health and Safety Representative and has held this position since February of 1996.  In this capacity, he is responsible for the Health and Safety of the members in the state of Pennsylvania and New York.  Mr. Lamont also spent 8 months in New York City as coordinator of the corporate campaign. 

Prior to this position, Mr. Lamont held positions at the Tanoma Mining Company and Barnes and Tucker Coal Company.  At these facilities, he held various positions including: mine helper, timberman, shuttle car operator, rock operator, roof bolter operator and mine examiner.  Mr. Lamont was elected as Chairman of UMWA Local 2494 Safety Committee, Mine Committee, Organizing Committee 1983 to 1989.

Mr. Lamont possesses numerous mine-related certificates including: Bituminous Miners, Bituminous Shot Firer, Bituminous Cutting Machine- Loading Machine- Drilling Machine Operator, MSHA Surface & Underground Qualified for Methane and Oxygen detection deficiency, Gas detection, Mine Examiner.

Mr. Lamont’s formal education includes: classes at the Cleveland Institute of Electronics, MSHA forty (40) hour inspector training, Continuing education at Saint Francis College, and has attended numerous classes at the MSHA Academy in Beckley, WV.  He is currently pursuing a Baccalaureate Degree at Indiana University.

Mr. Lamont has significant experience teaching various classes including:  joint management- Union classes (JITC), UMWA miner safety training classes at the MSHA Academy which include: Mine Act/ Miners rights, Roof Control, Fire Protection, Ventilation, Mine Emergency Response Development (MERD), Accident analysis and prevention program, Interpersonal communication/ team building, role and responsibilities of Mine Safety and Health Committeemen.  (These are inclusive for underground mines, surface mines and related facilities).  Additionally, he conducts quarterly safety meetings and seminars for all coal and non coal operations he represents and assisted in annual refresher retraining, and in all other aspects of 30 CFR part 48 training.

J. SCOTT ROBERTS, P.G.
Mr. Roberts is Deputy Secretary for Mineral Resources Management in the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). In this executive management position, he oversees five program areas, encompassing 580 employees, with an annual operating budget of $110 million.  Mr. Roberts is responsible for the policies and programs that regulate or impact mineral extraction -- coal, industrial minerals, and oil and gas -- as well as the occupational health and safety programs for underground miners. The direct economic impact of these programs in Pennsylvania exceeds $2 billion annually. Gov. Mark Schweiker named Mr. Roberts to this position on Feb. 12, 2002. 

Mr. Roberts served as director of DEP's Bureau of Mining and Reclamation for two years, where he developed and revised Pennsylvania's mining regulations, oversaw federal grants, administered operator assistance programs and served as chairman of the board for Pennsylvania's Mine Subsidence Insurance program. Mr. Roberts previously served as Permits and Technical Services Chief in DEP's Greensburg District Mining Office. 

Mr. Roberts is a native of Johnstown, Cambria County, and once served as curator of the Johnstown Flood Museum. He is a Registered Professional Geologist, with degrees from the University of Pittsburgh and California University of Pennsylvania. 

DAVID L. SMITH
Mr. Smith became the Director of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency on December 1, 1999, upon appointment by Governor Tom Ridge.  He was reappointed to the position on October 6, 2001, by Governor Mark Schweiker.
In October, 2001, he was named to chair the Governor's Task Force on Security that developed a comprehensive assessment and set of recommendations regarding the commonwealth's homeland security.  In December, 2001, he was appointed to the Governor's Security Council and currently serves as a member of the Governor's Security Cabinet.
Prior to becoming PEMA Director, he had served as State Fire Commissioner, a position to which he was appointed in January, 1995.  During his tenure in that position, he oversaw the transformation of the Office of Fire Safety Services into the independent Office of the State Fire Commissioner.  
Mr. Smith brings has extensive, hands-on background that includes service as an educator, firefighter, emergency medical technician, rescue instructor, 911 supervisor and trainer, police officer, municipal manager and regional planner.  
He is a native of Northumberland County, Pennsylvania.
JAMES J. SZALANKIEWICZ, PE, PLS 

Upon graduation from Pennsylvania State University in 1971, Mr. Szalankiewicz was employed by the National Ocean Survey (formerly the Coast and Geodetic Survey) as a Survey Technician and was responsible for providing survey control for the mapping of Delaware Bay.  He was later assigned to an airport survey party and was responsible for surveying and mapping of airport obstructions throughout the northeastern United States.

In October of 1971, R. B. Shannon and Associates of Kittanning, Pennsylvania employed Mr. Szalankiewicz as a surveyor.  His duties involved topographic, engineering and property surveys as well as underground surveying in both bituminous and limestone mines.

In February of 1972, Mr. Szalankiewicz was employed by the Rochester and Pittsburgh Coal Company of Indiana, Pennsylvania.  His positions at R & P consisted of Mine Surveyor, Mine Draftsman, Resident Engineer and Mine Planning Engineer. 

In January of 1982 Mr. Szalankiewicz left R & P to become Chief Engineer for Darmac Coal, Inc. and Darmac Associates Corporation.  Mr. Szalankiewicz responsibilities at Darmac included permitting, exploration, surveying and mapping, mine development and planning, operations and reclamation.  In October of 1988 Adobe Mining of Grove City, Pennsylvania purchased Darmac.  His duties as Chief Engineer for Adobe Mining were the same as at Darmac.

While employed at R & P and later Darmac Mr. Szalankiewicz was a part-time instructor for several years at the New Kensington Campus of the Pennsylvania State University where he instructed a course in Mineral, Land and Mine Surveying.

In March of 1991 Mr. Szalankiewicz terminated his employment with Adobe to fulfill his obligations as part owner of T.J.S. Mining, Inc. of Shelocta, Pennsylvania.  T.J.S. presently operates four underground mines and a coal preparation plant.  Mr. Szalankiewicz’s daily duties at T.J.S. include engineering, mine planning, surveying and mapping, exploration, operations and human resource management.

Additionally, Mr. Szalankiewicz is a member of several professional societies including: Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration – SME, Pittsburgh Coal Mining Institute of America, Pennsylvania Society Professional Engineers and National Society of Professional Engineers.

DEP STAFF

LYNN A. BRICKETT

Ms. Brickett is currently a project manager in the Environmental Projects Division at the U.S. Department of Energy/Office of Fossil Energy’s National Energy Technology Laboratory (DOE-NETL). She also serves as the Technical Focal for the coal utilization by-product (CUB) research area. In this capacity, she reviews proposals, recommends research to be funded, manages and coordinates on-going work and plans research for the future. Ms. Brickett also manages research in the areas of mercury emission control, carbon sequestration and bioremediation of BTEX contaminated soils.
Ms. Brickett has been with DOE-NETL since 1998 where she conducted research on increased utilization of coal utilization by-products and also biological toxicity studies of CUB. Prior to joining NETL, Ms. Brickett worked for the U.S. Bureau of Mines as a Research Biologist. In this position, she conducted studies on biological treatment of acid mine drainage, biooxidation of gold ores, bioleaching of copper ores and bioremediation of contaminated soils and sediments from metal smelting operations.
Ms. Brickett has a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Sciences from California University of Pennsylvania. She also has a Masters degree in Environmental Science and Policy from Duquesne University. 

THOMAS CALLAGHAN, P.G.
Mr. Callgahn is a hydrogeologist with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Mining and Reclamation and is a registered professional geologist in Pennsylvania.  He received a B.S. in geology from La Salle University.  His current duties include, providing technical support to the Department’s permit review staff in the areas of underground mining and coal refuse disposal, acting as a technical expert in litigation cases, conducting reviews of district office complaint investigations, and drafting regulations, technical guidance documents, and policies to support the Commonwealth’s six district mining offices in their permitting and inspection duties. 

MICHAEL J. HEILMAN, Esquire
Mr. Heilman is an Assistant Regional Counsel in the Department of Environmental Protection, Southwestern Region Office of Chief Counsel.  Since joining the office of Chief Counsel in 1987 Mr. Heilman has primarily practiced in the areas of mining and air quality.  He received a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Notre Dame in 1980, a J.D. from Duquesne University Law School in 1985, and Masters of Engineering degree in Environmental Pollution Control from Penn State (Harrisburg) in 1998.  He is also a registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania.  Prior to joining the Office of Chief Counsel, Mr. Heilman clerked for the Honorable William D. Hutchinson then of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court (1985-87).

KARL LASHER

Mr. Lasher is an Information Specialist within the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's Office of Policy and Communications.  He handles press and public relations concerns for Mineral Resources Management within DEP and was assigned to handle press relations for the Governor's Commission on Abandoned Mine Voids and Mine Safety.  Lasher has worked for DEP since July after working for seven years in the print and broadcast media in Pennsylvania, New York and Maryland.  He also has experience working for a video/multimedia production company in Harrisburg.

