POSSiBLE INITIATIVES TO INCREASE REMINING AND

EXPAND AML PROGRAM FUNDING OPTIONS



Legislative Initiatives



Direct financial incentives for coal produced from AML site remining, i.e., “remined coal”.



		State

	

		-	Per ton income tax credit for production of remined coal.

		-	Per ton income tax credit for purchase of remined coal. 

		-	Reduced per acre state permit fee for remining applications.

		-	Per acre income tax credit for non-government financed (voluntary and privately financed) AML 				reclamation.



		Federal



		-	OSM fee waiver or credit for remined coal.

		-	Per ton income tax credit for production of remined coal.

		-	Per ton income tax credit for purchase of remined coal.

	

  	2.	AML Good Samaritan legislation to cover property owners and others who voluntarily contribute to AML reclamation activities. 



		State



		-	Develop and introduce legislation.



		Federal



		-	Support passage of legislation.



	3.	Net Environmental Gain Program (Bubble Concept).



		 -	Flexibility to abate other discharges in lieu of discharge at permitted site in approved cases.

		 -	Earning pollution credits for removing more pollutants than discharge standards require at permitted 				facilities.

		 -    Earning air pollution credits through mine fire abatement.

                     

	4.	Subsidy Programs.



		-	Provide a per acre subsidy, say the lesser of $3,000 or the reclamation cost estimate, to property 				owners, contractors, others to do AML reclamation, utilizing sole source contracts.

	      	-  	Provide seed money, say 25-50% match, to property owners, contractors, others to do AMD 					remediation work, utilizing sole source contracts.

  				

    	5.	New funding sources.



		State



		-  	Bond Issue Program - similar to Mine Drainage Cleanup Act legislation recently introduced as 				HB 1427.

		-   	Per ton fee, similar to OSM fee, for AML reclamation.

		-   	Underground per ton fee to cover remediation costs for existing underground postmining discharges.

		-    	PA State Income Tax Refund Check-Off-AML reclamation/AMD remediation.

              -      Annual General Fund appropriation similar to the Operation Restore  Program for Bond Forfeiture 				sites.

			-	Direct funds at low priority pre-1982 Bond Forfeiture sites.

			-	Direct funds at other AML problems.

		-	Tariff on importation of out-of-state produced coal.

		-	Route civil penalties into a state AML reclamation fund.

		-	Expand the MSI Program funding options to allow for correction of subsidence problems, as well as damage repair.



		Federal



		-	Extension of OSM AML fee collections beyond September 30, 2004.

		-	Increase OSM underground fee to $.35/ton.





FINANCIAL INITIATIVES   



Access to the unappropriated OSM Title IV AML Trust Fund through implementation of the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Trust Fund Management Plan.



2.  	  Development of a program to collect, through contracts, a monitoring and compliance fee for beneficial use of material, like river silt, fly ash, biosolids, kiln dust, as part of abandoned mine reclamation activities.  Commit revenues to AML reclamation.  Possibly use to support development of watershed associations.



REGULATION/POLICY INITIATIVES



Submission to OSM and approval of Title IV Reclamation Plan Amendment No. 2 to modify the definition of Government Financed Reclamation Contracts, thus authorizing:



	-	No cost and funded contracts for refuse pile reclamation.

	-	No cost and funded contracts for AML reclamation using excess spoil from active operations.

	-	No cost and funded contracts for incidental coal removal associated with AML reclamation.



Design-based standards in lieu of water quality-based standards for pre-existing discharges.



	3.    Enhanced AML reclamation contracting process.



		-	Competitively bid reclamation contracts for BF sites where reclamation costs do not exceed the forfeited bond.  Cap funds at bond amount.

		-	Allow sole source contracting at remining sites, similar to Act 181 at Bond Forfeiture sites.

			-	Allow for combination contracted and permit activities to facilitate complete site reclamation.

			-	No funding within the permit area.

			-	Get sole source approval to negotiate reclamation outside of permit area.

		-	Pursue self-permitting authority for BAMR contracts for sedimentation and erosion control, encroachment and NPDES requirements.

		-	Utilize mine permit reclamation plans for BF reclamation contracts instead of staff-designed reclamation plans and specifications.



	4.	General Permitting Enhancements.



		-	Commit to a significantly reduced permit approval time for remining sites.

	   	-    	Approval of coal ash at generator for use on remining and AMD abatement sites.

	-	Maximize the use of Reclamation in Lieu of Civil Penalty.

- 	Allow use of forfeited bonds on remining operations that are conducted  at the bond forfeiture site.



PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES



Expand efforts to pursue cost sharing for AML and AMD projects - look for sources and partnering.



	-	Develop and maintain AML funding source lists.

	-	Encourage/require investigation of project cost sharing options.

	-	Evaluate use of Superfund and Act 2 (Brownfields) funds.



Develop BMR/BDMO-BAMR consolidated GIS system.



		-	To track reclamation accomplishments.

		-	To focus AML and remining activities to appropriate sites.

		-	To incorporate Mine Drainage Inventory and CHIA concepts.

		-	To facilitate implementation of an Areas Suitable for Remining Program.

		

Establish a BMR/BDMO-BAMR AML Reclamation Clearinghouse.



		-	For engineering, hydrologic and geologic data for AML sites, remining and reclamation activities.

		-	For AMD treatment/remediation  technologies and innovative reclamation techniques (including  those from other states).

		-	For waste/by-product information and approved sources lists for use in conjunction with BAMR project specifications and active mining operations.



Implement and Expand BAMR's Comprehensive Plan for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (CPAMR) and

	BMR/BDMO's Comprehensive Mine Reclamation Strategy (CMRS ).



		-	EPA 104(b)(3) grants to pay for Watershed Assessments and development of Watershed Rehabilitation Plans.

-	CPAMR to steer implementation, including 10% Setaside expenditures.

		-	Enhance internal DEP coordination of AMD related programs in BAMR, BMR/BDMO and Bureau of Watershed Conservation.

		-	Evaluate future role of and funding arrangements for EPCAMR and WPCAMR.

			

	5.	Develop and implement an Areas Suitable for Remining Program, in conjunction with development of Watershed Rehabilitation Plans.



Maximize remining/reclamation on Commonwealth lands with state funds.



	7.	Develop and implement an “Adopt An Abandoned Mine Site”  Program.



PUBLIC EDUCATION INITIATIVES



Develop public information package - fact sheets, brochures (existing and new).



		-	Reclaim PA Summary/Description

		-	History/description of mining in PA

		-	Information on Watershed Associations

		-	Brochures

			-	BAMR 

			-	BMR/BDMO (when available)

			-	Mine Subsidence Insurance

		-	Program Accomplishment/Summary Information.



Develop Reclaim PA WEB site.



Develop periodic Reclaim PA accomplishment and summary reports.



Increase involvement/activities with primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities regarding the AML program.



Develop Reclaim PA PowerPoint Presentation and/or video geared to the general public.



Press Releases/Groundbreakings/Events for:



		-	AML Contract Awards/Completion

		-	10% Set Aside and CMRS Watershed Pass Through and Joint Funding Agreement Awards

		-	Remining permits

		-	No cost contracts



Public Service Announcements



-	AML hazards

-	Remining incentives



8.	Develop awards program for remining sites and additional programs for AML sites.



9.	Search out, showcase and give recognition for significant reclamation accomplishments.

	

	Implement Mine Subsidence Insurance Program Marketing Plan.



     11.  	Improve the public/industry understanding of the regulatory and permitting processes and their timing requirements and limitations.
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