PANEL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS











Remining is being emphasized as a major part of the solution to Pennsylvania’s AML problem.  If 200 years of coal mining in Pennsylvania originally caused the AML problems we are currently faced with, how can remining be part of the solution?





One of the proposals to encourage remining is to adopt design-based standards for Subchapter F and G remining operations in lieu of water quality-based standards for pre-existing discharges.  What, in your opinion, are the advantages and disadvantages of moving away from Subchapter F and G requirements for remining operations?





The Department recently submitted to OSM an amendment to its Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan that will authorize coal removal under no cost contracts.  Some perceive this to be simply a means to bypass permit requirements.  What is your opinion?





Pennsylvania has a $15 billion AML problem.  AML reclamation by all parties is currently being accomplished at the $35-40 million per year.  How do we most effectively accelerate this pace?





Given the demonstrated benefits of using co-products, such as biosolids, fly ash, river silt and kiln dust during mine reclamation, should we expand their use in the mining program and consider developing them as a source of revenue for the AML reclamation program?





One of the proposals being discussed is the Net Environmental Gain Program, which involves earning and trading pollution credits.  What are your thoughts about:  





Allowing coal operators the flexibility to abate a discharge in a location that will make a difference, in lieu of abating a difficult discharge at the permitted site?





Allowing coal operators to earn pollution credits for removing more pollutants than permit discharge standards require?





“Partnering” is being stressed as part of the AML initiatives.  Who should be partnering in the effort to reclaim PA?








PANEL DISCUSSION FORMAT





The moderator will ask each question to the panel.  The panel members will have approximately 15 minutes to discuss and respond to the question.  This will be followed by approximately 15 minutes of follow-up questions to the panel by the MRAB and responses by the panel members.  Each question/response/follow-up should take approximately 30 minutes, or as much time as the moderator allows.  Three hours is allotted for the panel discussion.  The questions will be submitted to the panel members and to the MRAB members ahead of time.


