IMPACT ANALYSIS

563-2504-001 CONVENTIONAL bONDING FOR LAND RECLAMATION - COAL 
Guidance Implements Laws or Regulations More Stringent than Federal Requirements     Federal regulations allow for different types of bonding of coal mines.  

Prescriptive or technology specific guidance  This guidance is not prescriptive or technology specific.  This guidance allows for flexibility while providing consistency to bond coal mines.

Affected Regulated community  All coal mines will be regulated using this revised document.

Economic Impact-Regulated Community  This is a revised guidance. There will be no changes of an economic nature from the existing document.

Economic Impact-DEP   The economic impact of this guidance on DEP is insignificant, however application of this guidance may prevent unnecessary litigation.                                           

Compliance Assistance   DEP Mineral Resources personnel will assist industry when applying this guidance.

Pollution prevention  This guidance provides reward to operators who minimize the size of their operations (minimize the amount of disturbed land affected at any one time) by requiring smaller bonds for smaller areas.  Minimizing disturbed area lessens the potential for pollution and reduces reclamation liability for the permittee.

DEP REVIEWS AND APPROVALS This guidance will provide uniform guidelines for enforcement actions and will not require additional reviews or approvals.

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING GUIDANCE This guidance will have no effect on other existing guidance.

CONTROVERSIAL ASPECTS OF GUIDANCE There is a great deal of interest in this guidance from both industry and environmental groups.  Both the majority of industry representatives and the public believe that it is necessary to bond coal mines in a fair consistent manner.   

