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MINUTES

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD

Rachel Carson State Office Building

Room 105, First Floor Conference Room

Harrisburg, PA

October 19, 2005

Chairperson Carl Shaffer, Vegetable Producer, called the meeting to order.

Attendance

Members

Carl Shaffer, Vegetable Producer

Walt Peechatka, PennAg Industries Association

Dr. Doug Beegle, Penn State University

Andrea Sharretts, PA Farm Bureau

Jana Malot, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service

John Flanagan, Ag Chemical Manufacturers Representative

Thomas B. Williams, Dairy Producer

Larry Breech, PA Farmers Union

Jay Howes, House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee (representing Rep. Hershey)

Dave McElhaney, Livestock Producer

Bill L. Wehry, PA Department of Agriculture

Pat Sueck, PA Association of Conservation Districts

Brenda Shambaugh, PA Grange

Cathy Curran Myers, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Agencies, Advisors, and Guests

Emily Wade, Wenger’s Feed Mill

Louis R. Sallie, PA Farm Bureau

Kim Snell-Zarcone, PennFuture

Bob Gibson, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Doug Goodlander, PA State Conservation Commission

Dave Reed, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Tom Juengst, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Andy Zemba, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Ann Smith, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Don Fiesta, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Cedric Karper, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Steve Taglang, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Duke Adams, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Action on the minutes of the August 24, 2005 Meeting

The minutes of the August 24, 2005 meeting were approved as distributed.

2006 Meeting Dates

The meeting dates for 2006 were approved as distributed.

February 15

April 19

June 21

August 23

October 18

December 20

Update on the Nutrient Trading Program - Andy Zemba and Ann Smith, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Andy Zemba, Department of Environmental Protection, discussed the Nutrient and Sediment Reduction Credit Training Interim Final Policy and Guidelines (Document No. 392-0900-001).  Mr. Zemba noted that credits could be traded between Point Source and Non-Point Source, as well as third-party transactions.  Trading may occur within the Susquehanna or Potomac watersheds, however, trading between the watersheds is not supported.  Mr. Zemba highlighted that an operation cannot begin to earn credits until the baseline requirements for the operation’s nutrient loading has first been met, and that only nutrient for nutrient trades can be brokered (e.g. N:N, P:P, Sediment:Sediment). Mr. Zemba went on to clarify that this is an interim policy and many details will be worked out as the program progresses. He indicated that comments may be sent to him or Ann Smith, at the address listed in the policy.  Formal comment period ends November 18, 2005, but comments will be received beyond that time frame.

Deputy Secretary Myers explained that the policy is being released at this time in order for the program to get started and to encourage the development of credits and trades.  She also clarified that the policy is a “work in progress” that will be evolving as the program moves forward.  Additionally, Deputy Secretary Myers encouraged the involvement and feedback of the Board during the public comment period.

Carl Shaffer asked how the baseline requirements or standard would be determined for farmers, and expressed his concern of the differences between crop farmers without livestock, and animal operations that produce manure.  Dr. Beegle suggested that a baseline requirement could be a nutrient management plan with soil losses that meet “T”.

Jay Howes asked for clarification of how a point-source discharger would earn credits.  Deputy Secretary Myers indicated that point source dischargers, just as non-point source dischargers, must first meet the minimum requirements of compliance in order to create credits.  The Deputy Secretary went on to describe how point source dischargers could buy credits from both point source and non-point source dischargers in order to achieve compliance; thus outlining the possibilities for farmers to be on the supply side of creating credits through additional BMP implementation.

Carl Shaffer asked if a farmer could earn credits by retiring his cropland.  Deputy Secretary Myers, Cedric Karper, and Andy Zemba concurred that retiring cropland could earn credits, however, the retirement of cropland is not the message that the Department wants to send to the public or to the agricultural community.  The goal of the Department and the Nutrient Trading Program is to continue to work towards sustainable and profitable agriculture in Pennsylvania

Dr. Beegle asked what the mass balance scale would be for the program. Andy Zemba answered that it had not been determined at this point.  Dr. Beegle noted that the scientific community has had difficulty in the past of quantifying nutrient loading numbers on a per field basis, and recommends that quantification be based on individual farming operations as a whole.  Cedric Karper and Deputy Secretary Myers agreed.

Walt Peechatka expressed his concern of delegating authority of the program to third party oversight prematurely.  Deputy Secretary Myers indicated that the Department and the advising Wall Street partners realize the value in both having the credits be backed by the government, and the Department’s role in the approval of trades.

Carl Shaffer reiterated that this Interim Policy is a work in progress and that the board would be receiving updates as the program progresses.

Permit Processing Timeline – Tom Juengst, PA Department of Environmental Protection

Mr. Juengst discussed the theoretical timeline of Nutrient Management Plan review and permit processing for CAO and CAFO permits from design to final approval.  A general permit, including comment periods and possible delays due to public comments or resubmission of plans has an approval time of approximately 89-210 days; the average time of recent permit submissions has been 138 days.  An individual permit, including comment periods and possible delays have an approval time of approximately 194-575 days; the average time of recent submissions has been 228 days.

Carl Shaffer asked why the Conservation District must review a plan if a certified professional had prepared the plan. Deputy Secretary Myers pointed out that it is written in the regulations that all plans must be reviewed and approved by the Conservation District.

Walt Peechatka expressed his concern about the length of the approval process and the potential hardships it poses to a farmer while waiting for final approval.  Deputy Secretary Myers indicated that all permits, such as mining or discharge take an average of six months to complete.  The Department is aware of the concern and continues to make every effort to be as expedient as possible.

Manure Management Manual Update – Bob Gibson, PA Department of Environmental Protection
Mr. Gibson gave notice that the Manure Management Regulations were to be published in the upcoming Saturday, October 22 edition of the PA Bulletin.  Mr. Gibson also noted that Stakeholder Group meetings for review of the Manure Management Manual were going to begin shortly.  He extended an invitation to all interested parties for participation.

Comments/Issues/Concerns of the Board
· Jay Howes asked under what circumstances would DEP request receipts or proof of pharmaceuticals used in farming operations.  Deputy Secretary Myers asked Mr. Howes to provide her with details of the situation so that she could respond.

· Walt Peechatka inquired on the status of the Manure Hauler Regulations.  Doug Goodlander indicated that the topic was going to be presented at the State Conservation Commission meeting on October 21. Mr. Goodlander also noted that the document will be published as “proposed” and the public comment and comment of the Board would be welcome.

· Carl Shaffer made note that when the ACRE Initiative was introduced the agricultural community agreed to participate in promotional efforts.  In follow up to that commitment the stakeholders are currently investigating grant moneys to assist in the production and distribution of educational materials.  Updates will be brought to the Board as available.

· Deputy Secretary Myers thanked Carl for the efforts of the agricultural community and continuing to move forward with voluntary initiatives.

Public Comment

No comments from the public.

Adjournment

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2005.
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