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	The Pennsylvania State Grange represents 31,000 rural Pennsylvanians.  Many of our members are directly or indirectly involved in agricultural operations.  Agriculture is the number one industry in Pennsylvania, meaning our state’s economy is significantly dependent on the farming community.





	It has come to our attention that the EPA is proposing to revise the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for two criteria air pollutants:  ozone and particulate matter.  Our belief is that agriculture will be severely effected by these proposed changes in several ways.  New tighter standards would create new non-attainment zones across the country for ozone and particulate matter.  As a result a greater number of farms and ranches would be subject to air quality regulation.  Also affected would be dairies and feed lots for ammonia, fuel combustion sources, diesel emissions and emitters of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides.  The recommended new practices would also significantly increase farm fuel prices and transportation costs.  Since fuel and energy costs are the third largest non-agricultural input supply expense for American farmers, the profitability of many crops will be dramatically influenced by motor fuel and electricity prices.





	The primary purpose of NAAQS is to protect the public from “adverse health effects” that might be caused by specific air pollutants.  Agriculture operations have been misinterpreted as being a “significant source” of emission for particulate matter.  The Grange does not agree that agriculture is a “significant source” of particulate matter.  We believe that there is insufficient scientific data to support changing the current PM standards.  We further recommend additional research on emission factors for particulate matter, especially since several studies suggest agriculture may be less of an emitter of PM than presently recognized and that only a small portion of agriculture PM emissions are PM 2.5 or below -- the PM of most concern.  More conclusive research on agriculture’s contribution of PM emissions needs to be conducted before radical changes are made to the regulations which severely hinder the industry.





	Agriculture cannot survive if the dust from cultivation and harvesting, wind blown dust from feed lots, grain elevators and grain mills would be included in the PM emissions.  We urge you to consider our requests when deliberating on these proposed particulate matter regulations.  The Grange would like this letter to be part of the official hearing process on the PM regulations.  Thank you for your consideration.











								Sincerely,











								Brenda J. Shambaugh


								Legislative Director


 


