AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD


To The Department of Environmental Protection


January 9, 1998





The Honorable James M. Seif


Secretary


PA Department of Environmental Protection


P.O. Box 2063


Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063





Dear Secretary Seif:





	At the Agricultural Advisory Board’s December 17, 1997 meeting, the Board discussed the issue of the Monitoring Council for the Citizens’ Volunteer Monitoring Program (CVMP.)  This Monitoring Council will function as an ad-hoc committee to provide advise to the CVMP, to develop a guidance manual for the state, and to organize training.  It was noted that the Department proposes to create a 25 member Monitoring Council for the CVMP, with only three agricultural representatives.  Board members strongly objected to this proposal, feeling that the proposed size of the Monitoring Council is too large, and agricultural is not given equal representation on the Council.  It was noted by the Board that agriculture is a major land use in Pennsylvania, and agriculture will be most impacted by the CVMP.





	Therefore, the Board unanimously passed a motion recommending that the Department create a CVMP Monitoring Council consisting of a total of nine members, with three of those members (1/3 of the membership) representing agriculture.  The Board further stated that its approval of this motion should not be viewed by the Department as an endorsement by the Board of the CVMP, its philosophy or its concepts, since the Board still has many concerns regarding this program.  





	Since the Board’s December meeting, several Board members met with Dr. Archer concerning the CVMP.  We discussed a number of changes including a reduction in the size of the CVMP Monitoring Council, clarification of trespassing issues, and verification of data.  Dr. Archer assured us that our concerns will be addressed and we are now waiting for that documentation.  We have certainly appreciated Dr. Archer’s willingness to meet with us on this issue.  We look forward to the Department’s response regarding our concerns.  If I may be of further assistance please contact me at 717-761-2740.  





								Sincerely,











								Bill Adams


								Chairperson


								Agricultural Advisory Board





	











