AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD


To The Department of Environmental Protection


March 12, 1997








Mr. Steve Socash


PA Department of Environmental Protection


Bureau of Land Recycling and Waste Management


P.O. Box 8471


Harrisburg, PA 17105-8471








Dear Mr. Socash:





	At the Agricultural Advisory Board’s February 26, 1997 meeting, the Board had the opportunity to review the Department’s December 1996 draft of the Department’s Mushroom Composting Manual, entitled “Best Practices for Environmental Protection in the Mushroom Farm Community.”  The Board voted unanimously to approve a motion supporting the Manual as a technical guidance document, but opposes a restriction on the depth that spent mushroom substrate may be layered in passive composting operations.  The Board expressed concern over the requirement that spent mushroom substrate be processed in a layer not to exceed two feet in depth (page 29, number 1 in the December 1996, expanded version), and felt that this requirement may not be economically viable for the mushroom growing community.  The Board also questioned whether allowing spent mushroom substrate to be layered to a depth of greater than two feet would pose a higher risk to groundwater resources than the proposed two foot requirement.  The Board suggested that additional scientific data from both Department and industry sources be analyzed before requiring a depth level restriction for spent mushroom substrate.  This data would provide a more optimum depth restriction which would be both economical to the mushroom producers while protecting groundwater resources. 





	The Board also recommends that the Department add language to the Manual that a three year periodic review be done of the Manual, to ensure that the practices and requirements contained in the Manual remain consistent with the current technology used in the mushroom producing industry.





	If I may be of further assistance please contact me at 717-234-5001.











								Sincerely,








								Brenda Shambaugh


								Chairperson


								Agricultural Advisory Board


	


								





   

















