AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD


To The Department of Environmental Protection


March 17, 1997











The Honorable James M. Seif


Secretary


PA Department of Environmental Protection


P.O. Box 2063


Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063








Dear Secretary Seif:





	At the Agricultural Advisory Board’s February 26, 1997 meeting, several Board members expressed their concern over the Environmental Protection Agency proposal to revise the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone and particulate matter.  Under these revised standards, agricultural operations have been identified as a “significant source” of emission for particulate matter.  New tighter controls would create new non-attainment zones across the country for ozone and particulate matter, which would affect a great number of farms and ranches.  These new standards will place a great burden on agricultural operations, since farm fuel prices and transportation costs will increase dramatically, and affect the profitability of crops.





	Board members believe that agricultural operations have been mistakenly identified as being a “significant source” of particulate matter, and that sufficient scientific data does not exist to support changing the particulate matter standards at this time.  The Board urges the Department to oppose these proposed regulations which will have a detrimental effect on the Commonwealth’s number one industry.





	I have enclosed a copy of the January 8, 1997 letter from the PA State Grange to the EPA regarding this issue.  If you have any questions or would like to further discuss this issue, you may contact me at 717-234-5001.








								Sincerely,








								Brenda Shambaugh


								Chairperson


								Agricultural Advisory Board











Enclosure





