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Dear Mr. Murin:





	At the Agricultural Advisory Board’s April 23, 1997 meeting, the Board had the opportunity to review and comment on the March 26 draft of the proposed revisions to the Department’s Chapter 102, Erosion Control Regulations.  The Board had the following specific comments regarding these regulations:





The Board suggested that the term “conservation plan” be deleted from the definition section 102.1, and that the full definition of “conservation plan” be used where the term “conservation plan” appears in 102.4(d) and 102.5(c) of the regulations.  The Board believes that this will clarify exactly what is meant by the term “conservation plan.”





There was some concern raised over the use of the language “will be considered” used in 102.5(c), as it relates to conservation plans and best management practices (BMP’s) that will be acceptable to the Department.  Who will make a determination on behalf of the Department regarding whether a BMP is acceptable or not?  If the BMP is not considered to be acceptable what will then happen?  The Board suggested that the Department state in the regulations that BMP requirements under these regulations will be no more stringent than NRCS standards and specifications.





There was considerable debate over the use of the terms “minimize” and “prevent” as they appear in 102.4(a).  The Board recommended that the word “prevent” be deleted and the word “minimized”  be used in 102.4(a).  The Board questioned whether the use of the two terms as they currently appear would be understood by the average person. 





The Board also recommended that the use of the term “prevent” be deleted in the definition of best management practices in 102.1, and the term “minimized” be inserted in its place.





	The Board thanks you for the opportunity to comment on these proposed revisions to the regulations.  If I may be of further assistance, please contact me at 717-234-5001.





 


								Sincerely,











								Brenda Shambaugh


								Chairperson


								Agricultural Advisory Board





