SUMMARY 


CHAPTER 102, EROSION CONTROL


PROPOSED REGULATORY REVISIONS





The Department of Environmental Protection is proposing to revise Chapter 102, Erosion Control Regulations.   The following is a summary of the proposed revisions:


NEW DEFINITIONS:  Proposed new definitions include: Agricultural Plowing and tilling,  Best Management Practices, Collector, Disturbed area, Interim stabilization, Project, Road Maintenance,  Sediment Pollution, and Timber harvesting activities.


REVISED DEFINITIONS:  Revisions to proposed existing definitions for improvement to clarity and understanding.  Revised definitions include:  Conservation Plan, Diversion, Earth Disturbance, Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan, Land Development, Municipality, Person,  and Stabilization.


DELETION OF DEFINITIONS:  Deletion of antiquated and redundant definitions.  Deleted definitions include:  Embankment or Fill, Excavation, Interceptor Channel, Land Developer, Sedimentation, and Subdivision.


SCOPE AND PURPOSE:   Currently two separate sections,  the proposed revision combines scope and purpose into one section.  


PLAN REQUIREMENTS:  Revisions to the General requirements, in Sections 102.4 and Erosion and sediment control plan requirements in section 102.5:


provide a waiver for most projects that disturb less than 5,000 square feet;


include special previsions for projects which may adversely impact waters of the Commonwealth; 


3.  	projects which discharge into high quality or exceptional value waterbodies; and


4.  	require special planning considerations for projects with severe land use limitations.


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:   Technical requirements have been combined into one section and identified as best management practices (BMPs), rather than measures or facilities. 


1.      The proposed  “BMPs”  utilize the existing measures and facilities, but with  updated specifications to provide clarity and flexibility in application.


2.	Addition of sediment traps as an acceptable BMP.  


PERMANENT STABILIZATION:  This proposed section replaces “Restoration”.    Revisions have been made to this section to clarify the requirements for permanent stabilization of an earth disturbance activity. 


PERMITS :   Revisions have been made to provide consistency with federal requirements.  Proposals include reducing acreage to five or more acres of disturbance, eliminating permit requirements for timber harvesting projects and road maintenance activities. 


RESPONSIBILITIES OF LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES:  Clarification has been provided for:


1.  Delegation to local governing bodies;


                             2.  Coordination responsibilities for municipalities or counties issuing land development permits.





